
House on a Hill
Three-week project

Spring 2012  I  Champaign, IL



The House on a Hill project involved creating a house constrained to a tartan grid which was situated on a generic sloped lot 
in Champaign, Illinois. This was the first opportunity to incorporate existing context into a project, albeit in an abstract way. The 
division of public to private space was rationed by the percentage of secluded forest and open prairie in Champaign County. 
The materiality of the house was designed along the three basic materials of the railroad; steel, timber, and iron. The façade of 
the house was created through a combination of the aesthetic look of the railroad, and the routes taken by the railroad through 
Champaign, connecting with other major cities in Illinois such as Chicago and Havana.
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Review and critique of
House on a Hill
Residential design was something I knew I wanted to explore 
in greater detail throughout my studies. I naively believed this 
would become a focus in my work instead of understanding it 
as a component of the built environment. The House on a Hill 
project was the earliest investigation into residential design, 
but the strict nature of the assignment focused on formal 
compositional programming of a house rather than treating it as 
a study in dwelling design. There was an opportunity to study 
transparency in a private dwelling through the facade study 
and design. This would become a theme throughout multiple 
academic studies, particularly the 384 W project during my 
graduate studies, and continue in my current personal and 
collaborative endeavors
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